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ACT business leaders rough it for charity

By Jacqueline Williams

The territory’s second highest paid
woman braved theicy temperatures
overnight armed with nothing more
thana piece of cardboard and a
sleeping bag,

ActewAGL's general mnanager of
retail Avesha Razzaq said she took
part 1o help her understand what
needed to be done to help peaple
whese only option was 1o “sleep
rough". She said there was no excuse
for homelessness in Canberra and
the corporate community needed 1o
get behind eradicatingit,

“Tonight's just one night - at least
I canwake upin the morning,
knowing 1've gota bed to go to and
soinewhere to sleep,” she said,

“Idon't have to wake up thinking,
‘I've got to dothis allever again’. I'm
ina fortunate position.

“Hopefully [it] will give me a really
good nnderstanding of what needs fo
be dune to fix this problem.”

Thousands of peoplein Canberea
need homelessness suppoit-each
vear. And winter's freezing
temperatuies are a reminder of just
how dangerous sleeping rough can
be.

Ms Razzaq was among 155 other
natable Canberrans who gave up the
comiorts of home last night in
temiperatures lorecast to drop ta two
degrees toraise money for and
awareness of homelessness.

S0me participating inthe Vinnies
CEO Sleepout admitted to
experiencing homelessness at some
paintin their lives. But the majority
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of those sleeping 1ough at the
Mational Gallery of Australia
overnight did so for the first time.

Canberra businesswoman and
director of Lollypotz, Leuise Curtis,
said she was excited about
participating in the sleepout for the
first time,

“There isa lot to be achieved - not
justraising money butraising
Awareness about homelessness,” Ms
Curtis said.

"This year in particular the plight
of homeless women has been
brought to myvatiention. 'ma
businesswoman, I'm an advocate for

businesses with women, and all my
franchise owners are women, o we
thought a5 a group our whole
business would contibute to i)

The group ot ACT CEOs raised
move than $369,885 yesterday, which
will go tewards Vinnies' services for
the homeless in Canbena.



